LYMPHATIC FILARIASIS
(Elephantiasis)

Commonly known as elephantiasis is a disease
caused by a nematod parasite transmitted by
mosquito.

Most cases of filariasis are caused by the
parasite known as Wuchereria bancrofti. Culex
quinquefasciatus and Mansonia annulifera, Mn.
uniformis serve as vector for W. bancrofti in
transmission of the disease. Another parasite
called Brugia malayi also causes filariasis is
transmitted by the vector Mansonia.

Vectors

Culex quinquefasciatus is the vector of
W.bancrofti in the mainland. It breeds in
association with human habitations and is the
domestic pest mosquitoes, preferring polluted
waters, such as sewage and sullage water
collections including cess pools, cess pits and
drains.
Signs and Symptoms

e Pain and swelling of the scrotum, legs and
arms
« Fever, cough, chills and wheezing

Breeding sites

Destroy the sites where mosquito breeds
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The Life Cycle of Lymphatic Filariasis
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O An infected mosquito © An infected mosquito deposits larvae on the skin
continues the cycie. while biting, and the larvae enter the wound.

Larvae migrate o vessels
and nodes of the lymphatc
system, where they develop into

thread-tke adult worms

© Adult worms, which typically five five to
seven years, damage the lymphatic
system, causing infections that result in
blockages, swelling, and fevers.
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vessels near the skin.




